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Some particular Matter of Fact, relating to the Ad- 
miniſtration of Affairs in 


SCOTLAND 


Under the 


Duke of Lauderdale. 


Humbly offered to His Majeſties Conſideration , in 
Obedience to Hu Royal Commands. 


the Wifters Connties, as it they had been in a ſtate of Rebellion, though there ne- 

ver had been any oppolition made to your Makclties Authority, nor any refiftance 
offered to your Forces, nor to the execution of the Laws: But he purpoling to abuſe your Ma- 
jeſty, that ſo he might carry on his ſinifter Deligns by your Authority, adviſed your Majeſty to 
raiſe an Army againſt your peaceable Subjects, at leaſt did frame a Letter, which he fent to 
your Majeſty to be ſigned by your Royal Hand to that effect ; which being ſent down to your 
Connell, Orders were thereupon given out for tailing an Army of $ or 9000 men, the greateſt 
part whereof were Hilanderr, And not wi thſtandiug that toavert this threataing, the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry of that County did ſend to Elenbwrygh, and for the ſecurity of the Peace did of- 
fer to engage, that whoſoever ſhould be ſent to put the Laws in execution, ſhould meet with 
ho affront, and that they would become Hoſtages for their ſatety, yet this Army was led into 
a peactable Countrey, and did rake free Quarters according to their Commiiſions, and in mot 
places levied great ſums of Money under notion of dry Quarters, and did plunder and rob your 
Majeſtics Subjects, of which no redrefs could be obtained, though complaints were frequently 
made: All which were expreſly contrary to the Laws of the Kingdom. 

2. In thoſe Quarterings it was apparent, that regard was only had to that Dake's private 
Animolities ; for the greateſt part of thoſe Places that were moſt quartered on, and deſtroyed, 
had not been guilty of any the ſaid Field-Conventicles complained of, and many of the Places 
that were guilty, were ſpared upon private Conliderations. 

3. The Subjects at that time were required to ſubſcribe an exorbitant and illegal Bond, 
which was impoſlible to be — — by them, That they, their Wires and Children, and Ser- 
vants, their Tenants, and their Wives, Children and Servants , ſhenld live orderly according to 
Law, not goto Conventicles, or entertain vagrant Preachers, with feveral other particulars ; by 
which Bond, thoſe that figned it, were made liable for every man's fault that lived upon their 


. E Dai: of Lauderdale did groſſy miſrepreſent to your Majeſty the Condition of 


nd. 
wo" Your Majeſty's Subjects were charged with Laborrows, denounced Rebels, and Capti- 
ons were iſſued out for (cizing their Perſons, upon their refuling to ſign the aſoreſaid Bond 3 
and the Nobility and Gentry there, who have been ever faithful co your My, and had ap- 
peaved in Arms for ſuppreſling the laſt Rebellion, were diſarmed upon Oath; anda Proclama- 
tion was alſo iſſued out, forbidding them upon great penalties to keep any Horſes, above four 
pounds ten groats price, 

5. The Nobility and Gentry of the Shire of Ayre were alſo indicted, at the inſtance of your 
Majcſiy's Advocate, of very high Crimes and Miſdemeanors, whereof lome did import Trca- 
ſon. Theſe Indictments were delivered them in the Evening, to be anſwered by them next 
Morning upon Oath ; and when they did demand two or three days time to contider of their 


Iadictments, and crave the benefit of Lawyers to adviſe with, ia Matters cf ſo high concern” 
A mens 


— 
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ment, and alſo excepted to their being put to (wear againſt themſclves, in Matters that were 
capital, which was contrary to all Law and Juſtice, thoſe their deſires were icjected, though 
the like had never been done to the greatelt MalcfaGtor in the Kingdom; and it was told them, 
they mult either ſwear inſtantly, or they would repute them guilty, and proceed accor. 
dingly. 1 

6 The Noblemen and Gentlemen knowing themſclves innocent of all that had been ſurmiſed 
againſt them, did purge themſelves by Oath of all the particulars that were objected to them, 
and were thereupon acquitted ; and though the Committee of the Council uſed the ſevereſt 
manner of enquiry, to diſcover any Seditions or treaſonable Detigns, which were pretended as 
the grounds for leading in that Army into thoſe Countreys, yet nothing could ever be proved; 
ſo falſe was that ſuggeſtion concerning a Rebellion then deſigned, that was offered to your Ma- 
jelly, and prevailed with you for ſending the aforementioned Letter. 

7. The Oppretlions and Quarterings (t:11 continuing, the Noblemen and Gentlemen of thoſe 
Countreys went to Edenburgh, to repreſent to your Council the heavy preſſure that they and 
their People lay under, and were ready to offer to them all that in Law or Reaſon could be re- 
quired of them for ſecuring the Peace, The Council did immediately upon their appearing 
there ſet forth a Proclamation, requiring them to depart the Town within three days upon all 
higheſt pains; and when the Duke of Hamilton did | emmy lot leave to ſtay two or three days 
longer, for ſome very urgent Afﬀairs, that was refuſed him. 

d. When ſome Perſons of Quality had declared to the Duke of Lauderdale, that they would 
go and repreſent their Condition to your Majeſty, if they could not have juſtice from your Mi- 
nuſtets. For preventing that, a Proclamation was ſet forth, forbidding all the Subjects to de- 
part the Kingdom without licence, that ſo your Majeſiy might not be acquainted with the ſaid 
Condition of your Subjects, from making their Application to your Majeſty, no lefs contrary 
to your Majeſties true Intereſt, (who mutt always be the refuge of your People } than to the 


natural Right of the Subject. 


The former particulars relate to the invaſion of the Rights of great numbers o 
Subjets all at once; what follow have indeed onl fallen on ſome ſingle > Zn 
yet are ſuch that your whole People apprehend, they may all be upon the ſlighteſt 


occaſions bronght under the like miſchiefs. 


The Council hath upon many occaſions proceeded to a new kind of puniſhment, of declaring 
men uncapable of Publick Truſt : concerning which, your Majeſty may remember what Com- 
plaints the ſaid Dxke then made, when (during the Ezrl of Middleton's Adminiſtration ) he 
h:ml(clf was put nnder, and incapacitated by an Ad of Parliament ; The words of his Paper 
againlt the Earl of Middleton Care uncrpacitating ] was to whip with Scorpions, a puni 
to rob men of their Honour. and to lay a laſting ſtain upon them and their Poſternty. And if this was 
complained of when done by the High Court of Parliament, your Majeſty may eaſily conclude 
it cannot be done in any lower Court. But yet notwithſtanding, it is become of late years 
an ordinary Sentence in Council, when the leaſt Complaints are brought againſt any with whom 


the Duke of Lauderdale is off:ndcd. 


Inflances of this are, | 
The declaring, twelve worthy Citizens of Edenburgb uncapablc of Publick Truſt, againſt 


whom no Complaint was ever made to this day, as your Majeſty will perceive more fully by 
a Paper concerning that affair, The true cauſe of it was, that thoſe men being in the Magi- 
firxcy, the Duke and his Brother could not get a vaſt Bribe from them out of the Towns Money, 
which was afterwards obtained, when they were removed. 

The Proveft of Glaſcow, Aberdeen and Gadburgh, were put under the ſame Sentence, for ſign- 
ing a Letter to your Majeſty in the Convention of the Burroughs, with the reſt of that Body; 
which Letter was adviſed by him who is now your Majeſtics Advocate. as that which had 
nothing in it which could bring them under any Guilt: And yet thoſe three were ſingled out 
of che whole number, and incapacitated, beſides a high Fine and a long Impriſonment, as your 
Majeſty will more fully perceive by another Paper. 

Sir Patrick Heme of Polworth, being (ent by the Shire of Berwick, to complain of ſome illegal 
procecdings, ard to obtain a legal remedy to them, which he did only in the common forth of 
Law, was alſo declared uncapable of Publick Truſt, beſides many months Imprĩiſonment. 

The Provoſt of Linlithgoe being complained of for not furniſhing ſome of your Forces with 


B:ggage- Horſes, was called b:fore the Council, and becauſe he ſaid they were not bound in 
Law 
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Law to ſurniſh Horſes in ſuch manner, he was immediately declared incapable of Publick Truſt, 
and was both Fined and Impriſoned. 

There are alſo 50 of the Town of St. Jebnſtons incapacitated upon a very flight pretence, 
fo that it is now impoſſible for them to tind a ſutticient number of Citizens tor the Magitiracy 
of that Town. 

2. Your Subjects are ſomet imes upon flight, and oftentimes upon no grounds Imptiſoned, 
and ſometimes kept Priſoners many months and years, nothing being objected to them, and ate 
required to enter themſelves Priſoners, which is contrary to Law, It was in the former Arti. 
cle expreſſed, that many of the perſons declared uncapable of Publick Truſt, did allo fuffer Im- 
priſonment. And beſides theſe inſtances, Lieutenant General Drumond ( whoſe eminent Loyalty 
and great Services are well known to your Majeſty ) was required to enter hiniſclf Priſoner in 
the Caſtle of Dunberton, where he was kept one year and a half, and was made a cloſe Priſomet 
for nine months of that time; and yet nothing was ever objected to him to this day, to juſtitie 
that u 

de Een Cardrefſe was for his Ladics keeping two Conventicles in her own Houſe (at which 
he was not preſent ) Fined 11000 /. and hath now been kept four years Priſoner in the Caſtle 
of Edenbargb, where he ſtill remains, although he hath often petit ioned for his Liberty; And 
Sir Patrick, Home hath been now a ſecond time almoſt one year impriſoned, and nothing is yet 
laid to his Charge. 

Beſides the illegal Impriſonments, the Officers of your Majeſties Forces carry frequently 
Warrants with them, for apprehending perſons that are under no legal Cenfures, nor have been 
ſo much as Cited to appear 3 which hath put many of your Subjects into very great tears, 
eſpecially upon what was done in Council three years ago- 

Captain Carſtaires ( a man now well enough known to your Majeſty) did entrap one Kirkton 
an Outed Minitter into his Chamber at Edenburgh, and did violently abuſe him, and defigned 
to have extorted ſome money from him: The noiſe of this coming to the cars of one Bayly, 
Brother-in-law to the ſaid Kirkton, he came to the Houſe, and hearing him cry Murder, Murder, 
forced open his Chamber-door, where he found his Brother-in-Law and the Captain grape 
pling : The Captain pretended he had a Warrant againſt Kirkzon, and Bayly deſir to 
ſhe e ir, and promiſed that all Obedience ſhould be given to it, but the Captain refuſing to do 
it, Kirkzon was reſcued. This was only delivering a man from the hands of a Robber, 
Nature obligeth all men to do, eſpecially when joyned with fo acar a Relation, 

The Captain complained of this to the Council, and the Lord Hatton with others were ap- 
pointed to examine the Witneſſes ; and when it was brought before. the Council, the Duke of 
Hamilton, Earls of Moreton, Dumfrize and Kincardin, the Lord Cocheren, and Sir Archibald 
Primroſe then Lord Regiſter, defired, That the Report of the Examination might be read e 
But that not ſerving their ends, was denyed, and thereupon thoſe Lords delivered their Opi- 
nion, That ſince Carſtaires did not (hew any Warrant. not was Clothed with any Publick Cha- 
racter, it was no oppoſition of your Majeſties Authority in Bayly, ſo to reſcue the (aid Kirkton ; 
yet R was for this Fined in 65co marks, and kept long a Priſoner. N 

Thoſe Lard/ were upon that fo repreſented to your Majeſiy, that by the Duke of Lauderdale's 
procurement they were turned out of the Council, and all Command of the Militis. And it 
can be made appear, that the Captain had at that time no Warrant at all againſt that Kirkton, 
but procured it after the Violence committed; and it was antedated on deſign, to ſerve a 
turn at that time, This manner of proceedings hath ever ſince put your Subjects under (ad 


apprchenſions. 


There is one particular further offered to your Majeſties conſideration, concerning 
their way of uſing Priſoners. * fan 


There were 14 men taken at a Field-Conventicle, who (without being legally convict of 
that orany other Crime) were ſecretly and in the night taken out of upon a Warrant 


figned by the Earl of Linlithg1e, and the Lords Hatton and Calingtos, and were delivered to 
ue Maitland, who had been Page to the Duke of Lauderdale, but was then a French Officer, 
was making his Leavies in Scotland, and were carricd over to the Service of the Freneh King 

in the year 1675. 
3- The Caunc | hath upon many occaſions proceeded to moſt unreaſonable and arbitrary Fines, 
either for flight Offences, or tor Offences where the Fine is regulated by Law, which they have 
never conſidered, when the perſons were not acceptable to them; fo the Lord 223 
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fined in 1100 J. for his Ladies keeping two Conventicles in his Houſe, and Chriſining a Child 
by an Outed Miniſter without his knowledge. The Provoſt formerly mentioned, and Baily, 
and many more, were allo fined, without any regard to Law. 

4 The Council hath at ſeveral times proceeded to the taking of Gentlemens dwelling-Houſes 
from them, and putting Garriſons in them, which in time of Peace is contrary to Law, In 
the year 1675. it was deligned nit twelve of your Majeſties SubjeQs, and was in execution 
in the Houſes of the Earl of C „the Lord Cardroſs, the Lady Lumſden, &c, and was 
again attempted in the year 1678, the Houſes belonging to the Laird: of Cheſnocks, Rlag ban, 
and Rawallane, were poſſeſſed by Sonldiers, and declared Garrifons : Nor did it reſt there, 
but Orders were ſent from the Council, requiring the Countreys about theſe Houſes to furniſh 
them for the Souldicrs Uſes, and to ſupply them with Neceſſaries, much contrary to Law. It 
was againſt this that Sir Patrick Home came to deſire a Remedy, and common Jultice being de- 
nied him, he uſed a legal Proteſtation in the ordinary form of Law, and was thereupon kept 
many months a Priſoner, and declared uncapable of all publick Truſt, 

5. There is another Particular, which becauſe it is ſo odious is unwillingly touched, yet it 
is neceſſary to inform your Majeſty about it ; tor thereby it w'll appear, that the Duke of Lau« 
derdale and his Brother, have in a moſt ſolemn manner broken the publick Faith that was given 
in your Majeſties Name. 

One Mitchell being put in Priſon, upon great ſuſpition of his having attempted to murder 
the late Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, and there being no Evidence againſt him, Warrant was 
given by the Duke of Lauderdale, ( then your Majeſties Commiſſioner and Connſibor ) to pro- 
miſe him his Life, if he would conſeſs: Whereupon he did contcls 3 and yet fome years after, 
that Perſon ( who indeed deſet ved many deaths, if there had been any other Evidence againſt 
him ) was upon that Confelhon convicted of the Crime, and the Duke of Lauderdale and his 
Brother being put to it by him, did ſwear, that they neither gave nor knew of any affurtace 
of Life given him: And when it was objected, that the promiſe was upon Record in the 
Conncil-Books, the Duke of Lauderdale did in open Court (where he was only preſent as 6 
Witneſs, and ſo ought to have been filerit ) threaten them, i they ſhould proceed to the Ex- 
amination of the 4d of Council, which ( as he then faid ) might infer Perjury on them that 
had ſworn, and ſo did cut off the proof of that defence, which had been admitted by the Count 
as good in Law, and ſufficient to ſave the Priſoner, if proved, Thus was that man hanged 
upon that Conſeſſion only, though the promiſe that drew it from him doch appear upon Re- 
cord, and can he proved by good and char Evidence: And from this your Majceity may judge, 
what credit may be given to ſuch men. Ss | - 

we do not at preſent enlarge upon other Particulars, though of great importance, ſuch as 
Monopolies, (cling Places and Honowyr, turning men of known Integrity out of their Imploy« 
ments, to they had a good and juſt Right during their Lives ; the Profits of one of the 
moft conſiderable of rHefe being ſequeltred for ſome time, and imployed for the Det. heſi of L 
derdaler uſe, the treating about, and the receiving of great Bribes by the Duke and Dutcheſs of 
Lauderdale, and the Lord Hatton, and particularly from the Towns of Edenburgh, Aber 
Linlithgoe, and many others, for trom your Majeſty Warrants for illegal Impoſiti- 
ons within theſe Towns, to the manifeſt and publick perverting of Juftice in a. betides 
the moſt ſignal abufes of the Mint and Copper-Coin, that are molt gricvous to all your Subject. 
But the number of theſe is fo great, and they will require ſo many Witneſſes to be brought hi- 
ther for proving them, that wefear it would too much trouble your Mae now to examine 
themall ; but your Majeſty ſhall have a full Account of them afterwards. 

One thing is humbly offered to your Majeſty, as the Root of theſe and many other Oppreſli- 
ons, which is, that the mechod of governing that Kingdom for ſeveral years hath bon, That 
the Lord Hatton and his Adherents frame any Letter that they deſite trom your Maly, to 
your Council, and ſends it to the Duke Lauderdale, who returns it ſigned, and this is brought 
to the Council upon which, it a debate at any time arileth, concerning the matter of the 
Lever, as being or without Law ; and when it is propoſed, ifa Repreſentation of that 
ſhould be made to your Maj:ity, then the Lord Hatton in his infolent way calls to have it put 
to the Queition, as if it were a Crime to have any Warrant either debated or repreſented to 
your Majcſty, which is procured by the Datz: of Lauderdale or himſclf, and this is ecchocd by 
his Party, and by this means any further debating is lopped. 


Thete ave ſowe other Particulars relating to theſe Heads, that are to be offered to your Majeſty in 
. Other Þ apers, which are nat added here, left your Ma ſhould now be troubled with tos long a 


